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Forty-eight H&MC and SCSRA >
faithful again gathered to eat and foam *
at the Annual Dinner at the Depot on
Saturday, July 26, held beside the two
SCSRA cabooses and the Coast Rail Ser-
vices caboose, trackside at Fullerton
Metrolink Station. Sandwiches, chips,
and soda were catered by the Santa Fe
Cafe, supplemented with salads and a
cake brought by H&MC and SCSRA
members.

After dinner, H&MC President
Harold Benash welcomed the crowd
and showed off Doug Archer’s latest ac-
complishment, the PE Depot Sation
model (photo on page 7 and article on |
pages 4-5). SCSRA president Gordon |
Bachlund then presented the 2008 Ride- i
nour Award to SCSRA’s resident hu-
morist and artist Charles Forsher. Over
the years Charles has shared with his SCSRA fellows
his unique gifts for artistic talent, humor, and a deep
love of trains. Joining SCSRA in the mid ‘90s, Charles
soon became a fixture of caboose operations weekends

ANNUAL DINNER AT THE DEPOT 2008

At vy SCSRA Cabosses, Fulsrton Metrolnk Statdon, Tuly 26, 2004

Movie Event: Nov 15
Frank Snatrain Von Ryan’s Express (1965)

And the final chapter of the John
Wayne serial Hurricane Express,
when the Wrecker will berevealed!

Wine Tasting: 6 p.m.;
Movie: 6:30 p.m.
Fullerton M useum

Center Auditorium
301 N. PomonaAve,, Fullerton

Wine Tasting sponsored by Bob Root
Free for FRPA/SCSRA members and guests

See the 2008-09 Calendar on page 11
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Theedlblecaketop photo on the Annua Dinner at the Depot cake Photo by Elliot Alper

and at social events. Many
have been entertained by
his playful “Caboose Histo-
ry” that he hasregaled visi-
tors with while docenting
Operations, and all admire
his wonderful sketches of
trainsand people (see pages
10-11) that were frequently
published in SCSRA’s Head
light.

In recent years, Charles g
has turned to writing, and
had a number of interesting
pieces run in the Headlight
and Hot Rail! His travel-
ogues have an edge of senti-
ment that is both odd and
charming, and always inter-
woven into a narrative of going from here to there on
his beloved trains. With thisaward SCSRA thanks him
for hisdedication, and for sharing his special giftswith
us which have so often made us smile. Congratula-
tions, Charles!

Charles Forsher hading his
Ridenour. Phato by E. Alper

Continued on page 2



After Charles' award, it was time for the door priz-
es, moderated by Sue Kientz. Thanks go to the many
people who generously donated prizes for what turned
out to be a mammoth drawing, with so many prizes
that, again this year, we went through the tickets near-
ly afull second time.

If all that weren’t enough, the evening ended with a
showing of 8mm railfan home movies from the 1960s,
shot by Jack Barich and narrated by Dennis White. The
movies chronicled the hijinx adventures of Dennis and
crew viaairplane, flying around looking for trains both
moving and abandoned. A memorable story Dennisre-
lated detailed their “deaccessing” of an abandoned cast
brass locomotive bell that happened to clang while pi-
lot Denniswastalking to Los Angeles Center (FAA) as
he was approaching So. Calif. “What was that?’ the
startled ground controller asked. Dennis sighed: “You
wouldn’t believeit if | told you.”

More photos and the list of our generous donors,
the happy winners, and the wonderful and interesting
rail-themed prizes are found on pages 6-7.

By Stan Swanson, FRPA Dinner Meeting Chair

Roger Freely has been interested in historical muse-
ums since he was a young boy. The first museum he
visited was the Air Museum which was located at the
Orange County Airport, now John Wayne Airport. The
museum closed in 1980 when the airport expanded.
Freely was so interested in museums he made special
tripsto investigate all that he could locate. History has
always been afocal point of hislife.

In 2000, Freely received his BS degree in History
and looked to museumsfor employment, including the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, the LA City Fire Dept.
Historical Museum, the Queen Mary, the Costa Mesa
Historical Society, and the CA Historical Commission.
In 2003 he began writing a guide for travelers visiting
local museums and historical buildings. During hisre-
search for the book, he found that in 2002 there were
over 1,400 museums in California. By 2008, more than
200 of those have closed. The theme for this presenta-
tion is“We Can Save Our Museums.”

Plan now to attend and bring along friends and ac-
quaintances. You will hear about Fullerton Railroad
Days and news of the various activities of our associa-
tion. That® Wednesday, October 8, at the China Buffet,
104 West Orangethorpe Avenue, Fullerton. Mixer starts
at 6 p.m. Dinner is $15 per person which includes all-
you-can-eat, soft drink, and gratuity. See you there!

By Norma R. Goble, Membership Chair

As of this publication, there are 271 members. This
includes 65 new members, 12 from 2006, and one from
2005. This is again another record membership! How-
ever, there are some who have still not yet renewed.
Please do so quickly so | can make an even better re-
port at the Quarterly Dinner Meeting in October.

Thank you for continuing to hand out member ap-
plications.

Fullerton Railway Plaza Association
Our Vision Is

Our Mission Is

By Dennis White, H&MC Secretary and Editor

The summer months have been atime to build and
prepare for winter’srailroad shows.

Committee members have been meeting most every
Tuesday at the home of Harold Benash to work on two
additional HO scale historical dioramas depicting Ful-
lerton’s rail heritage. Both modules are 8 feet long and
feature models of historic Fullerton buildings con-
structed by Doug Archer. The main theme of each
module is one of Doug’s beautiful renditions of the
Union Pacific's Fullerton Station (pre — Spaghetti Fac-
tory) and The Pacific Electric Depot (pre — Spadra Ital-
ian Restaurant). Both modules are built to standards
compatible with the Orange County Modular Rail-
roaders (OCMR) club layout.

The Union Pacific diorama presents a south view of
the Union Pacific tracks that used to parallel Truslow
Avenue between Spadra (Harbor) and Highland. Left
to right, the historically accurate models depict the
Cone Chevrolet OK Used Car Lot that once inhabited
the northwest corner of Truslow and Spadra; the
Union Pacific station and itswooden loading dock; and
Elephant Packing House. A house track (siding) serves
both Elephant Packing and the UP station, though
modeler’s license was required to maintain track posi-
tion for OCMR’s track requirements. Between the
mainline tracks and the edge of the module is another
packing house cutaway, thistime representing the Ful-
lerton Packing House that once stood about midway
between Spadra and Highland, between Walnut and
the UP tracks. The intricate modeling of this moduleis
amazing and includes stacks of used automobile tires,
a gardener mowing a lawn, and many other tiny de-
tails. The Union Pacific Depot module is complete and
will join the ATSF depot modulein thisfall and winter
series of railroad shows.

Work on the Pacific Electric depot module is just
underway with some track already laid. Two interest-
ing features of thisdioramawill bethe old Santa Fe De-
pot prior to the beginning of construction on the cur-
rent station and overhead trolley wire over the PE
track terminating at Commonw ealth. Work nights will
continue as time allows with hopes that this display
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will be ready for the January 2009 Great Train Expo at
Anaheim Convention Center.

The Second Annual H&MC/ SCSRA Dinner at the
Cabooses on July 26 was a great success. An evening of
food, wine (in the cabeese), train watching, door prizes
old 8 mm railfan movies and good fellowship reward-
ed the 48 “foamers” present for the fun and frivolity.

Oct 10-12: Cajon Division, PSR/ NMRA fall meet at
Barstow (featurestours of the Cemex Quarry and plant
and the BN SF Barstow shops. www .cajondiv.org)

Oct 24-26: L.A. Div. NMRA meet — South Coast Bo-
tanical Gardens

November 8,911, 16 & 17: Thomas the Tank En-
gine, OERM, Perris, CA

Dec 13-14: Great Train Expo, San Diego Co. Fair-
grounds, Del Mar

Jan 3-4, 2009: Great Train Expo, Anaheim Conven-
tion Center

Jan 17-18: San Bernardino Co. Museum, Redlands,
CA

Mar 21-22: Great Train Expo, Orange Co. Fair-
grounds, Costa Mesa

The Historical & Modeling Committee is always
looking for members. If local history, rail history, railfan-
ning or model railroading (any scale), interest you and
you would enjoy fellowship with otherswho share these
interests, we invite you to become a part of our growing
committee. It isagreat way to become an active member
of the FRPA. Meetings are held 7 p.m., the fourth Tues-
day of each month (except luly and December) at .
Paul’s Lutheran Church (corner of Las Palmas and Har-
bor Boulevard), Fullerton. Please contact Dennis White
(714-871-4341) or Harold Benash (714-525-6266) for di-
rections or any questionsregarding H&MC.

By Dennis White, Historical & Modeling
Committee

From the driving of the Golden Spike at Promonto-
ry, Utah, May 1869, until July 15, 1898, California rail-
roadswere mostly controlled by the Central Pacific and
Southern Pacific railroads, which were owned by the
Big Four: Colis P. Huntington, Leland Stanford, Mark
Hopkins and Charles Crocker. There were other small
and independent railroads in the Golden State before
1898, but Huntington and his partners constantly
fought to keep other transcontinental railroads out.

The Oregon-Washington Railroad and Navigation
Company, connecting the UP via the Oregon Short
Line, brought Union Pacific track to the west coast, ar-
riving in Portland, Oregon in 1884. The UP announced
plansto build south toward California a short time lat-
er. The threat of Union Pacific invading from the north
made it incumbent upon the Big Four to hold Califor-
nia against all comers.

In Southern California there were only two proba-
ble routes across the Colorado River—The N eedles and
Fort Yuma. Huntington and his cronies felt reasonably
sure they could hold off the invaders from the east if
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they could control these crossings. SP built east from
Los Angeles to Yuma, crossing the Colorado River in
1877 and continued building east, even though their
charter ended at the California state line. SP reached El
Paso, TX, in 1881 and felt they had one of the gateways
blocked.

But the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
was quietly purchasing bits and pieces of bankrupt
railroads here and there, and building new track when
necessary to connect its purchases. Santa Fe was steadi-
ly but quietly creeping west from Kansas.

Railroads had their own private armies to help
them “tussle” when necessary. A particularly ugly
fight between the Santa Fe “army” and track gangs of
the Denver and Rio Grande went Santa Fe's way, gain-
ing the important Raton Pass over the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains near SantaFe, NM.

In 1880, Santa Fe reached Albuquerque and Deming
and built a branch down to El Paso, TX, connecting
with the Southern Pacific at Deming, NM.

Meanwhile, the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad had
been issued land grants, as had the Southern Pacific,
with government approval for thetwo railroadsto meet
at The Needles, on the California/ Arizona border.
Through several failures, bankruptcies and acquisitions,
the A& P fought itsway west. The panic of 1873 was too
much and the bankrupt A&P was purchased by the
Santa Fe (50%), Southern Pacific (25%) and Union Pacif-
ic (25%). While the A&P, now controlled by Santa Fe,
continued west, the Southern Pacific was building east
from Mojave, CA, to Needles. The two railroads met at
the Colorado River on August 9, 1883. SP held their
ground on the California side with Santa Fe staring at
them from the other bank. Nobody budged.

By late summer 1884, both sides were tired of just
looking at each other. The SP and the A& P, now known
as the Saint Louis & San Francisco (Frisco), struck a
deal whereas Frisco would lease the SP line between
Needles and Mojave. With the agreement in hand, San-
ta Fe could operate from Albuquerque to Mojave using
the leased SP tracks. For all intents and purposes, the
Santa Fe had finally reached California.

Continued on page4

WE'RE YOUR HOBBY SUPERSTORE!
We camy a full line of Woodland Scenics,
rockels, models, art supplies,
and MUCH MORE!

Visit us at wuw tallmouse.com.
Or visit us at any one of our 4 locations.

Cemitos  Laguna Niguel
562-865-0800 949-360-5777
Irving Yorba Linda
04%551-3300 714-096-0101




While saber rattling and negotiating at Needles,
Santa Fe was quietly building a railroad from Guay-
mas, Mexico, to a U.S. connection near Nogales, Arizo-
na. Guaymas, a natural harbor, gave ATSF a Pacific
port at last. With the Mexican connection at San Diego,
Santa Fe also reached California while Huntington was
occupied elsewhere.

The Santa Fe, operating as the California Southern,
completed its line from San Bernardino through Cajon
Pass and connected with the Southern Pacific track at
Barstow, CA. With the completion of track over Cajon
Pass, Santa Fe finally had access to the Pacific Coast in
Southern California.

Santa Fe gained full control of the SL&SF in 1890,
but the overextended ATSF and the SL& SF both found
themselves in receivership after the panic of 1893. The
western end of the SL&SF was sold to newly formed
Santa Fe Pacific Railroad in 1897; in 1899 Santa Fe Pa-
cific, (owned by a revitalized ATSF) negotiated track-
age rights with the Southern Pacific over Tehachapi
Pass into the San Joaquin Valley and ultimately, Oak-
land, CA. Santa Fefinally had the bay areaaswell.

The two railroads entered into talks—Southern Pa-
cific would swap its Mojave/ Needles line for Santa
Fe's Mexican lines. It seemed to be a good trade for
both, with SP getting lots of Mexican railroad and lots
of Mexican land in trade for a Santa Fe gateway to
Southern California. Huntington signed the deal, but
later regretted it, telling friends he had “blinked” when
offered the deal. The date was July 15, 1898.

There are other tales as complex and exciting as
you’'ve just read, such as when SP’'s army was held at
gunpoint on the California side of the Colorado by the
Cavalry from Fort Yuma, Arizona Territory. SP’s men

got the soldiers drunk and as soon as the last soldier
fell to his knees in an alcoholic stupor, the SP track
gangs went into action and built a bridge across the
river. The Arizona Territorial governor demanded SP
pull up the rails and go back to California, but Wash-
ington, D.C., had other ideas. But that's a story for an-
other time.

By Dennis White, with photos by Doug Archer,
Historical & Modeling Committee

Doug Archer, amember of the Historical and Mod-
eling Committee and expert modeler, has just complet-
ed a model of the Pacific Electric Depot at 128 East
Commonwealth Avenue in Fullerton, which will bein-
corporated into a new diorama/ Module for display at
future Railroad Days and other railfan-based shows
around Southern California. The model is built to HO
scale (3.5 mm:1 foot) and depicts the station as it
looked at the time of abandonment of the P.E. tracks to
Fullerton, January 1, 1963.

The P.E. station, built in the Mission Revival style,
was opened in December 1918 at a cost to the Pacific
Electric of $10,000 and served the city of Fullerton as
the terminus of the PE and later a terminal for the
Greyhound Bus Lines. The structure exists today in its
original location as the Spadra Restaurant.

Doug Archer’smodd of the Pacific Electric Depot at 128 East Commonwealth Avenuein Fullerton. Photo by Doug Archer.
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Various views of Doug Archer’s modd of the Pacific Electric Depot. Phatos by Doug Archer.
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Thanksto all who donated these fantastic prizes!

ChooChooBarnDVD from | SueKientz Greg (Al
Traintown USA Swerdfeger’s
friend)
1992 AMTRAK Telephone SCSRA Greg (Al S’s
Directory friend)
Rail Expo ‘88 Rwy Supply SCSRA Jack Barich
Assoc. Exhibition Catalog
Old Fairmont Service SCSRA Harold Benash
Instructions and Parts List
Entrlec Short form Rail Cat- SCSRA Harold Benash
alog 1999
Test and M easurement Cat- SCSRA Laurie Schultz
alog ‘94 Hewlett Packard
The Great Steam Trek by SCSRA Leann (Al S'’s
C.P. Lewis friend)
SCSRA Crew Shirts SCSRA Elliot Alper; Sue
Kientz
ATSF System Timetable #1 SCSRA Sue Kientz
1989
ATSF Coast Lines Timeta: SCSRA Dave Norris
ble #3 1987
ATSF Timetable #21 1971 SCSRA Carol Bennett
Print and Cert.: Western SCSRA Diane Johnson
Pacific #26 by Daniel
Phipps
Print and Cert.: Stockton SCSRA Scott McKinney
Terminal and Eastern No. 1
by Daniel Phipps
Print and Cert.: So. Pacific SCSRA Charles Forsher
#3025 by Daniel Phipps
“1 rode the Skunk Train” SCSRA Gordon Bachlund
framed sign
Book: Car Builders SCSRA Pat Hopping
Dictionary 1879
Book: Locomotive SCSRA Mike DiCerbo
Dictionary
33 1/3 LP of Super Skunk | Norma Goble Carl Pfetzing
Santa Fe Loco, framed Dennis White Carl Pfetzing
San Bernardino at Sunset, | Dennis White Doug Archer
framed
Brotherhood of MOW BMW Tommy
Computer Bag Employees Reminisky
Ren Rate Book 1953 Dennis White | Gary Covington
"
Where Travel Meansthe | Dennis White | John Nestegard
Trolley (Orange Empire
Museum)
C.P. Huntington Tie Tack | DennisWhite | Gary Covington

UP Map of U.S. Dennis White Dick Hopping
ATSF Public Timetable Dennis White Pat Hopping
Special NoticesLA Dennis White | Mrs. Dave Norris
Division
UP Freight Map Dennis White | Scott McKinney
Excursion Poster CB&D | Dennis White | Curtiss Raymond
Santa Claus Specia Poster | Dennis White Don Laver
PE. TieBar DennisWhite | Chris(Marty’'s
girlfriend)
P.E. Watch Fob Norma Goble Marty Kluck
PE. TiePin Dennis White | Laurie Schultz
Railfan RR Skunk Train Dennis White | Jim Hoffmann
Western Frontier RRs of Dennis White Doug Archer
Old West ‘74
Scene Master Passenger | Harold Benash|  Fred Canfield
Bridge
TYCO Operating CraneCar | Harold Benash|  Dennis White
w/Boom Tender Set
TYCO Arlee Station and | Harold Benash Don Lawver
Operating Crossing Gate
TYCO Operating Harold Benash Carol/Bob
Floodlight Car and 33 pc. Bennett
Bridge and Trestle Set
HO Cars Harold Benash| Carol Bennett;
Charles Forsher;
Dave Norris;
Marty Kluck
5 VHS set “ Great RRS’ Doug Archer Greg (Al S’s
friend)
VHS Tapes: Great Jeff Schulze Tommy
American Train Rides and Reminisky
“All Aboard”
2 rolls“Evolution of Gordon Ted Johnson
Locomotives’ Bachlund
RR Crossing Sign Gordon Diane Johnson
Bachlund
Canadian Train Paperwork | Bob Bennett Carl Pfetzing
and family
Petticoat Junction DVD Bob Bennett | Scott McKinney
(TV episodes) and family
UPRR Timetable #4 1986 | Dave Norris Elliot Alper
UP System Timetable #7 Dave Norris Jim Hoffmann
Western Region CA Dave Norris Harold Benash
Timetable #2 1988
LA Division Timetable#7 | Dave Norris | Curtiss Raymond
1977
Book: The Great Trains Scott Harold Benash
McKinney
Book: Railways of the Scott Sue Kientz
World McKinney
Book: North American Scott John Nestergard
Steam McKinney
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Photos by Elliot Alper
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Photos by Elliot Alper
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The Original Bridge To Nowhere. Sketch of proposed bridge that would have allowed Traved Town’s 16-inch gauge
miniaturetrain rideto cross the standard-gauge SCSRA-operated “ Zoo Railroad,” which wasto carry passengersriding
on SCSRA cabooses using EMD switcher Charley Atkins from Trave Town to the Los Angdes Zoo (plans now aban-
doned). Artwork by Charles Forsher.

" # |

Most extensive and visited railroad website in the world
including live rail video at www.RailCams.com !
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Oct 8
Oct 28

Nov 15*

Nov 25

Dec 6*

Jan 14

Jan 17*

Jan 27
Feb 24
Mar 24
April 15

April 18*

Apr 25*

April 28

FRPA Quarterly Dinner Meeting, 6 p.m.,
China Buffet, 104 W. Orangethorpe Ave.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

Movie Night: Von Ryan’s Express (1965),*
6:30 p.m. with Wine Tasting at 6 p.m. Fullerton
Museum Center Auditorium

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

SCSRA Christmas Train-Watching Party,
Cabooses, Fullerton Metrolink Station,
2-5p.m.

FRPA Quarterly Dinner Meeting, 6 p.m.,
China Buffet, 104 W. Orangethorpe Ave.

Movie Night: Great Locomotive Chase
(1956),* 6:30 p.m. with Wine Tasting at 6 p.m.
Fullerton Museum Center Auditorium

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

FRPA Quarterly Dinner Meeting, 6 p.m.,
China Buffet, 104 W. Orangethorpe Ave.

Movie Night: Chattanooga Choo Choo
(1984),* 6:30 p.m. with Wine Tasting at 6 p.m.
Granada Theater, Bakersfield. Roundtrip
transportation from Fullerton to be arranged.

Caboose Prep/Maintenance Day, Cabooses,
Fullerton Metrolink Station, 2-5 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

May 2-3
May 26
June 23
July 15

July 18*

July 25
Aug 25

Sept 19*

Sept 22
Oct 14

Oct 17*

Oct 27
Nov 24

Dec 5*

Fullerton Railroad Days, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Fullerton Metrolink Station

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

FRPA Quarterly Dinner Meeting, 6 p.m.,
China Buffet, 104 W. Orangethorpe Ave.

Movie Night: Go West (1940),* 6:30 p.m. with
Wine Tasting at 6 p.m. Fullerton Museum
Center Auditorium

H&MC/SCSRA Annual Dinner at the Depot, 7
p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

SCSRA Caboose Open House/Pot Luck,
Cabooses, Fullerton Metrolink Station,

1-4 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

FRPA Quarterly Dinner Meeting, 6 p.m.,
China Buffet, 104 W. Orangethorpe Ave.

Movie Night: Some Like It Hot (1959),* 6:30
p.m. with Wine Tasting at 6 p.m. Fullerton
Museum Center Auditorium

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

H&MC Meeting, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
111 W. Las Palmas Dr., Fullerton, 7 p.m.

SCSRA Christmas Train-Watching Party,
Cabooses, Fullerton Metrolink Station,
2-5 p.m.

* Dates and movie titles subject to change, especially those in 2009. Check www.scrmf.org for updates
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Theod Travd Town
miniature train ride
station. Artwork by
Charles Forsher.
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* Annual Dinner at the Depot 2008
wasaTrain-Themed Hit! See cover;
photos, prize winners on pages 6-7.

» Upcoming Movie Event: Saturday,
Nov 15, Von Ryan’s Express, see cover
and calendar, page 11.

* We Can Save Our Museums, says
speaker at Oct 9dinner, see page 2.

» P.E. Depot Model photos, pages 4-5.

 How the Santa Fe got to California,
historical article on page 3.

* MoreFullerton Railroad Days 2008

\ photos, pages 8-9. J
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